
Ury of the Navy to contract with those petitioners foi % limit-
* «d time, and for a sum not exceeding a certain amount.

The conclusion of this contract is put into the hands of the

Secretary of the Navy, because in his hands alone is the great
business of the mail steamers plying between our possesions
on the Atlantic and our possessions on the Pacitic side of
North America. These mail steamers are designed, to a cer¬

tain extent, to become auxiliary and subservient to the naval

operations of the United State*, liable to become a part of its
naval force, and on that account tbey ere not under the con¬

trol of the Postmaster General, to whom their immediate su¬

pervision would seem to belong.
Nor does this bill command :bre Secretary of War.to whom,

also, might be referred the approval of such contracts with

propriety.to conclude it. The Secretary of the Navy is the

person to whom the bill refers tfce conclusion of the contract,
because he already has in his hsjids the ffcat business of con¬
trolling the steainship6 which carry mails between the eastern

and western extremes of our possessions, and it only lacks,
air, that a link be completed which lues between the Atlantic
and I'acilk ocean-, to perfect the communication between
the two sides of our continent.
The bill also provides for the r.-arrc^ortation of naval as well

a; military stores ; therefore, if very appropriately refers the
completion of the contract to the Secretary of the Navy.
The persons, Mr. President, naraied in the bill, and who,

if the bill passes, are these with whom the contract will be
made, are persons who, in ray opision, areentitled to the most
favorable considerati ti, They are, in the ilrrt place, persons
who are acquainted practically with whattifiey undertake to do.
One of the petitioners, Mr. Stevens, is known throughout
the reading world for his trr.vels in a pas. of South America
which lies near the country over which this road is to run.

Besides beisg known as a traveller "ie all this region, he
has visited the isthmus' in company with two engineers
to ascertain for himself not merely the practicability but the
cost of the work ; and, though necessarily aided by the sur¬

veys which have been made heretofore under the contracts
of different Governments, he has nevertheless examined every
inch u! ground himself, accompanied ky skilful engineers, who
have made their oivk report cf th« rocto He has knowledge
mym th» -.« «w%kn»t i.--..i«Uge of the subject rt is in
vain for any body to undertake it.
The company whtf apply for thie privilege have another re¬

commendation.thar of capital to accomplish it. They then,
sir, have another rdcommencation, which is an interest in the
completion of the work. They a>c the contractors for the
transportation of the mails on the other side of the isthmus.
They have a/ready put afloat three steamers of the first class,
which have cost thorn six hundred thousand dollars. These
steamers jre now passing round to commence the business of
transportation on the other side of tke isthmus. They have,
then, a great sum already embarked in this business, and they
have a direct interest in makitg successful the large amount of
money which they have invested on the other side. They
wto undertake to carry " persons and things" from the other
side of the isthmus are those who, above all others, are the
most interested in hariag the means of accomplishing, in the
shortest possible time, the transit across the isthmus of the
" persons and things" in the transportation of which their
success depends. They have a direct interest in their money
already invested, and they have an interest in the success of
their enterprise.

They have another reason, Mr. President, why they should
have this grant from us. They already have it from the Go¬
vernment which owns the country.from tho Government of
New Grenada.and are at tiu^> time in possession of the privi¬
lege of opening this road.

I will read to the Senate the letter of Gen. Heiran, Minis¬
ter from New Grenada to this Government, procured by these
three gentlemen, Messrs. Aspinwall, Stevens, and Chaunccv.
It is dated.

Leoatiox of New Grt.xxda,
IVatfungttn, Dec. 18, 1848.

uestlemejt : I have had various conferences with Mr. Jno.
L. Stevens, as representative of the Association which you have
.tormed, ami with powers sufficient to solicit the privilege of
conUructing a railroad in the isthmus ot Panama, under the
conditions which,^iri the name ot my Government, I hare pro¬
pose*! to him. I rom these conferences it has resulted tliat
Air. Stevens has given roe sufficient guaranties, besides those
which are expressed in tlie privilege conceded to .Matthew
Mem, under date of the 8th of June, 1817, to ensure the exe¬
cution ot this work, [this is a verv material statement, sir,]'
ami that jour association binds itself to fulfil the conditioni
which I liave proposed in tavor ofNew Grenada, besides those
wnicn are set forth in the privilege.

In virtue ofthis agreement, 1 declare tliat you are in posses¬
sion ot the privilege conceded by the Government of New
Grenada for the construction of a railroad over the ist!>mus cf
ranama. I am j our very obedient servant,

v..
p- A. HEKRAN".

Messrs. W. H. Aspixwill, Jno. L.
Stivexh, Hksbt, and Chauxcxt.

The letter is in Spanish, sir, and I give it a literal transla¬
tion as I go on. The last sentence is perhaps the most essen¬
tial of all. «In virtue of this agreement I declare that vou
are in possession of the privilege conceded bv the Government
of New f.renada for the construction of a'railroad ov,.r the
isthmus of Panama."
So that, Mr. President, besides securing to these applicants

this contract heretofore, as stated by them in their petition,
the.Minister of New Grenada has now, on this day, given
them an official letter declaring that they are in possession of
it. And it is probable that the Minister himself may he with¬
in the sound of my voice when I make this declaration, that

ii '? J#3r> for the purpose for which it is now
used, declared that these persons are in possession of the pri¬
vilege r ranted by that Government. Let it be known that
this day the parties are ia possession.

I deem it fortunate, Mr. President, that, after the delays
uken Pl«e for more than three centunes in execut¬

ing some easy and practicable communication between these two
great oceans, the time has arrived now when the great work
-Zi T ,cco®PK"he,J; T*o Governments, both in the new
world, repuWics, and friendly to each other, have entered into
a treaty for the purpose of securing the execution of this work.

L heen inserted in the treaty, unanimously agTeed
to on the part of the American J^nate, by which, sir, we
acquire an interest, an invaluable interest, in the use of that
w.v .i'r0T,<,! Wt U* the right ,ecurfJ 10 opening the
way across the isthmus.

This is done by two republics.Powers of the new world.
etting together in msking this treaty, and taking into their
s^-SEfV ,f)Pr°Pn,,e. rest work which is to carry

. l i
?re,t ,dea of Columbus, in proposing to go

est m order to arrive at the east. It is now in our power to
accomplish it. The petitioner, undertake to do it within three
r-r th" ur>dertaking is msde upon an actual view,
J^nli^'Tw00 17 ®0glnw' ,bc "Me work to l«

Jbwr co"tr,ct with the Government of New
T?f,? eight years in which to do this work.

The privilege of which they alone are now in possession ex-
pre. »f<er eight years, and does not expire for eight years,

£.1'.^. ""1 »wita. Ihf inurcoum

This « as desirable to os, to the Government of this coun¬
ter, and to all who have yet to traverse the two oceans, as it
is tote. Their interest requires it, and our convenience,
and the successful carrying on of our own business requires it
also. In the case of this company-informed as they are-.c-
quainted as they are with the work which they have to do,
and in possession of the oeceasary capital to accomplish it.
already having six hundred thousand dollars invested in the
line, which is on the other side of the isthmus, and deeply
interested in the returns which tbey have themselves to get
from capital already laid out.we have every possible human
guaranty thai these gentlemen wj|| have the work accom-
p.tshe. within the time which they nsme. Tnen, Mr. Presi-

°f r#n«r»tulation, a subject of rejoicing,
W H ^ " K^II^'7 °t Americ,» one of ^ first PoVers in

the world, shall be the first to carry cut the great idea of Co-
west to ot, .in the ea<t. Other plans may

1 >tlow, sir. There is one contemplated across the isthmus of
Lei il «o on. Let

_ "1? '* .' "."? .. But, *, »h.r
that work is aceomphshed, it is s',11 a British work. It ii
none of ours. It ls no, t0 u, ^ ,rfgtlM. We
will have to take our chance along w;th oth»r nations.

dish .hTJTLi 'J"'1"' ¦'<>"*. sccom-
of Mr. Jefferson in ending Lew,, and

eiarrmJT n, ^ """t th* ^ of which was to

Ntweeri ll°,L '^5 ^' « """"unication
between tie twj sides of ihe continent. We may have an

mat be cinll . f
"1hmui * Tehuanlef*c

. ^hmJ, J Ii.*" W°r ' " " C^n' «. I hia serosa

snd uJaT Lm ?";'n m?y ^ C0'";dfr'J ." Ames,can work,
Ik «

fW>fl«ted immediately. I hope, then.
thl. hJn*U>r" ,h', ev'rv .»«' '"ry f<*el-

bv wav of Ii r
" .° 1 Americans-.for I sppropnate that term

s1oT«^ 10 ** f"« Pom" "> ^ew World-
oit ( rZ" »T' !J .ccomf',"h work, and to do it

to .» America 10 be the first

Jj.JSrjSt i i
' *04 H under circum-

ouraelveT * MUontl ch"*cl« w',h

fcr^hs DurfK*5":i. Mr- Pr"i(*mt< 1 not rise at this time
b ^r^ ^«lwcuWrg the merits of this important eriter-

..

'

n .',,re that fur some other and more auspicious
" J *? exPTe* my hope that the honorsble 8e-

rTJrJ'T" W n01 !0 P^>P»«s»e smon upon
this bill, nor sti'mpt to get s vote of ths Senate upon it to-

shnndlmI !TJTr r.hUt (h" W'" u* .n»P|e time and
abundant opportaniiy to consider it fully in all its detail., and
rn its whole scope. Irw, sjr, roerely to stale to the Senate
that I nevemaw Information, upon which I can implicitly
*«y, that a far mo#c beneficial proposition thsn this presented
by the Committee on Military Affairs will very soon be ofleren
to the consideration of the Senate.

*ir, this ia a vast matter and a vast undertaking which
these individuals, the memorialists to this Government, a*e
about to attempt, and for whieh tbey are to receive the sanc¬

tion, patronage, and funds of the Government. UI under*

(and any tblng about it, this road will be ri°ut fifty nulei, inlength, «hich, at a cost of fifty thousand doll«. Kjjjwould amount to a little more than two million* of doll* .

And now, Mr, by this bill the Government propose, to pay to

them for twenty year. aix million, of dollar,
tion of all kind., leaving a profit of four .ll,0"S wi uout
counting the toll, levied on that portion of the comtr.erce of
the world that may paw over the route.

,

The Senator .ay. we have obtained the right f, pass across

the isthmu. by treaty with New Grenada, and that that right
will be cone unless we exercise it. What i* that right desig¬
nated by the 35th article of the treaty ? It is nothing more
than a right of way guaiantied to us, an'j we are not subject¬
ed to the condition of constructing a Toad in order to secure
the privilege, guarantied by this right of

,

I hope the attention of the Ser.ato will be called to this
matter, and to the vast aum of money proposed to be paid to
these gentlemen ; and that Senators will bear in mind that a

proposition much more favorable will be presented to them.
The Senate, therefore, should not act hastily upon this
subject, but give u. all time to look into it, and to make up
our minds fully in regard to it.

, .

Mr. HALE. Mr. Presided, I do not wish to bo unrter-
I flood, in the very few remarks which I propose to make upon
this subiect at this time, as indicating what vote I shall give
this bill'on its final passage. I confess, however, at the out-

| set, that my impressions are all against it.very strongly
against it; and I wish to be informed about it. It I under¬
stand the treaty between this country and New Grenada, to

tha 35ih article of which reference has been made by the Se¬
nator from Illinois, (.Mr. Bheise,) a great and valuablei pri¬
vilege was secured to the Government and citizens ot the
United States. Well, sir, I take it that when that treaty was
ratified bv the Government of New Grenada, their power, so

far as it relates to any railroad that was to bo built across t ie

isthmus, either by the United States or her rittzens, was per¬
formed and finished, and that it now remains with the Gov¬
ernment of the United States to prescribe the mode and man¬

ner and terms upon which the citizens of the Lmted Stales
arc to enjoy the privilege of constructing a railroad; 0,«'"
tUo v*o»d« ol the treaty, " any mode of communication whuu
may exist, cr which may hereafter be constructed*
Sevkhai Sjssator.. Read it.
Mr. Hale. The 35th article of the treaty is as follows:
«' The Government of New Grenada guaranties to the Go¬

vernment of the United Stales that the right of way or transit
across the Isthmus of Panama upon any modes of communica¬
tion that nov exist, or that may hereafter be constructed, shall
be open and free to the Government and citizens ot the Unit¬
ed States for the transportation of any articles ot produce, ma¬
nufactures, iprelumdise, and commerce belonging to the citi¬
zens ot the United States ; and that no other tolls or charges
shall be levied on citizens of the United States, or their mer¬
chandise, tha:. are levied upon the citizens of New Grenada.

I take it, sir, that, as far a. that Government ia concerned,
the right of this construction i. vested by this treaty in the
Government of the United States, and it is not competent for
any of the citizens of the United States to go in and buy a
contract with that Government, subsequent to this treaty, and
pass a snap statute, and say to the Government, " \ our hands
are lied; you cannot accomplish your object except by con¬
tracting with us."

.... . QAgain, sir, this bill not only authorizes but directs the Se¬
cretary of the Navy to enter into a contract with these three
individuals. Now, it .eems to me that, though the word has
grown somewhat odious of late, this is, in the strictest sense
of the definition, a monopoly. All the other citizens of the
United State., except Mr. Wm. H. Aspinwall, JohnL. Ste¬
vens, and Mr. Chauncey, by this bill are deprived, for
twenty years, 01 the privileges which might accrue to the
citizens and Government of the Ignited States under the treaty
with New Grenada. The Secretary is not at liberty, alter this
bill becomes a isw, to receive proposals from any body else,
no matter how favorable may be the terms.

If I understood the honorable gentleman from Missouri,
(Mr. Bextos,} fene of the reasons assigned in his introducto¬
ry remarks a» laboring the passage of this bill, is, that these
gentlemen have already very vast contracts with the Govern¬
ment on the other side of the iathmus, where they have the
carrying of the mails. I suppose that there is to be a sort of
scriptural-reveiation doctrine here, that to those who have much
much shall be given, and that these gentlemen, because they
have already s-cured very large and valuable contracts, are
now to have this privilege given to them for twenty years. If
this bill lies over, I, if no other Senator does it, will propose
an amendmem, instructing the Secretary of the Navy to issue
proposals to the whole people of the United Slates, and see if
there cannot ue three other gentlemen found that have as
much skill, as much knowledge, and a. much capital too, to
construct this railroad as they have.

It if a new measure; it is one of vast moment. It opens a
new era in the history of the world, connecting the two sides
of this continent by thia railroad ; and I am not prepared, at
this moment, to .ay that this new phase of civilization and
commerce, which ia now exciting the interest ol the whole
world, at the very first day that it sees the light, is to be trans¬
ferred tor twenty years to Messrs. Aspinwall, Stevens, and
Chauncey.

I do not know, sir, but that I may have mistaken altogether
the character cf this bill; but this is the way that it strikes my
mind at present. I am open to conviction. If there are any
arguments to be given to a mind willing to hear them, and to
be convinced by them, I would be very happy to hear them
stated. If my convictions aie overcome, I am as ready to
vote for this measure as any body elae; but at present my im¬
pressions are more decidedly against this bill than they have
been upon any act of legislation since I have been a member
of the Senate.

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I regret that I asked the
Senate to make thia bill the special order for to day. All that
I expected was to open the subject and bring it before the Sen¬
ate, and that, after due deliberation and discussion, we would
proceed to act upon it. I did not intend to ask the Senate to
take any v jte upon it to-day, of any kind. I, therefore, stand
ready to agree to the putting off the bill from day to-day, or
lor a short time, until Senators can have an opportunity to
examine it, and I must repeat, what I then stated, that the
only way by which Senators can understand this matter is to
leave the subject open, and to discuss it. That is the only
way. That there ia necessity for time for Senators to under¬
stand the subiect is very clear from what the Senator from
Illinois, (Mr. Basis*,) who sits upon my right, has just said.
He supposes that by this bill twelve millions of dollars are to
be paid for transporting mails across the Isthmus of Panama.

Mr. BREESE. 1 said aix milllona.
Mr. BENTON. Well, then, six millions. I do not care

about the precise amount. Why, sir, tbia contract is already
in the banda of these gentlemen, as a pert of the contract for
carrying the maile oo the other side of the Isthmus. When
the mail line of steamer* wu established by the Congress of
the United Slates, for connecting these two perts of America,
it was stipulated in the contracta entered into between the
Government and the mail companies that the gentlemen who
have the contract on thia side should carry the mail as far as
Chagres, and that those who have the contract on the other
side should carry them from Chagres across the isthmus and
to the Pacific coeat.

There is, then, air, in the hands of these gentlemen, at this
time, not merely the privilege, but the obligation to carry the
ma Is from Chagres across the isthmus, and I can aay that,
over and above that contract, they have already dispatched a
small steemer to Chagres for their own advantage in trans¬
portation, and for the convenience of passengers going by that
direction. And I may say that, for considerations of humeni-
ty, they have provided against the detention of passengers at
Chagres, a place in itself most contemptible and most i.icommo-
dmu*ly situated upon the coast, and inhabited by a people
wr.h whom it cannot be desirable for any one to stay over
night; for I believe there ia no! a white man among them » and
as in Rome it ia necessary to do as Romans do, so it is ne¬

cessary to do as these people do when stopping among them.
Theee gentlemen, to provide against this inconvenience, have
already provided a small steamer for the purpose of meeting
the stumer that goea down from the American roes', and
receiving persona at the mouth of the river, and taking them
up as far as steamboats run, which ia ai>out eighteen miles
"Hiey have already provided this steamer, and the mails are now
carried uod'.r that contract.

Mr. Prs*;dent, it is not only that there is nothing to I*
peid for th» transportation of the mails, but there is nothing to
be paid any way. There is nothing stipulated for any sum or
for any time. The authority is only given to the Se:retsry
of the Navy for contracting at a rate not exceeding certain
rules, and tor a period of time not exceeding a certain num¬
ber of years. Now, sir, there is a rule to be taken, the rate
which we pay for carrying the mail between New \ ork and
Liverpool. Here are your rules to go by. The rate is not
to exceed three-fourths of the amount which ia now paid for
transporting »he mails alone from New York to Liverpool.The Setrctary may make the rate as much below that as
he can bring down the parties, and we all know well enough
that an American officer, in making a contract under an act
that gives mm discretionary powers, feels bound by eveiry con¬
sideration to represent the wishes of his Government and the
mess of the community in making his contract. So much a*
to amount. Now as to the time. The bill specifics a great
deal. T&e Secretary is not bound to make it one year. He
may make ,t as short as be can. Let persons mske as many
propositions as they please. These propositions will aid the
Secretary in making his contracts. I*et persons mske propo¬sitions for carrying the articles mentioned in the bill fjr less.
But these propositions roust eome from persons who know
what they are going to do, like these gentlemen, who are able
to do it, and have an interest, like them, io accornj.li*hing it
in the shortest time. And when all is done, tbey will have to
show, sir, thst they have the right to obtain it from the Gov¬
ernment of New Grenada, the right to obtain what is shown,
by a declaration made this morning for the purp.ise of beingread to the American Senate, to have been already guarantied
to these gentlemen.
Now, si-, it is not the maile alone which tbey are to carry,

but naval and military supplies of every kind. Bot the mails
are already provided f -r hy a separate contract. They will
carry tfcem on this ra Irea*', wLerea», at present, tbey carTytbem on tfce backs of mules.
The ai'-tlee proposed to be War -ported by this company

are of e'.ery speciea of military and naval suppkct. But it in
not Merely these supplies, it is also for the tranpor'.ation of
P*' raons ; not merely military, but of all persons. These are

the great ends to be attained and accomplished, and for these
the bill stipulate* to pay nothing. There is no stipulation
for any thing, either in point of money or in point of time.
All is left open to contract. Uut the bill has a consideration
which is of the highest possible moment. It is that the work
shall be completed within three years after the time of contract.
We are to thank the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Brkksk)

for bringing forward his objections ; but he misconceived the
abject of the bill, and his misconceptions put him off the track.

With this 1 will make a few observations to the honorable
Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hale.) That Senator
has an argument, which I feel as strongly as any one, against
monopolies.all monopolies. But there happen to l»e cases

in which monopolies are both just and politic. There are cases

in which new and extraordinary works cannot be accomplished
except by giving advuntages to the company engaged in them.
Of that kind is the work before us ; of that kind, sir, are our

mail steamers, which not only go to California, but to Europe.
Of that kind is the great Cunard line of steamers, which have
won the admiration ot' the world. They are steamers em¬

ployed by the British (Government. Of that kind are all
great enterprises set on foot, for which individuals are not com-

petent; and it is necessary, in order to secure the fulfilment
of 6uch enterprises, to add a consideration sufficient to ensure

the company against loss, in order to get a great work accom-

pli«hed ; and all that duly considered, I should advise the Se-
cretary of the Navy to be careful before he enters into any
contracts with this or any other company. The bill states a

maximum beyond which he cannot go. And then1 is no mi¬
nimum to which he is confined. The maximum, sir, is in
favor of the country, and I trust we can be satisfied that an

officer of the American Government will make the contract
upon the best terms for his Government.

I have no objection to the bill going over, but as for extend¬
ing it, it is death to the bill. The loss of a few months now is
the loss ot a year. And then it is something novel, sir, for
legislation to stop for the mere purpose of giving others an

opportunity to enme in and bid against a proposition desirable
in itself, and particularly, sir, when the object contended for
is already in the possession of another. An application
which may come in may mar the whole object. They may
offer to carry it for the smallest possible sum and the merest
fraction of time. What, then ? The rght, sir, the right is
already in the possession of another. And what becomes,
then, of the contract} No, sir, the biJ is open. The bill
submits the whole matter to the discretion of a high officer of
the Government, and I see no reason why we should be afraid
tc trust to his discretion in the limitations.

Mr. ALLEN. As this is a matter of great importance,
sir, and a subject entirely new, I desire sone information in
regMd to it. The Government of the Unted States has, I
believe, in virtue of treaty stipulations, the right of way for
itself and for its citizens across the Isthmis of Panama. I
desire to know whether the intention of thit bill is to transfer
that right from the Government of the linked States to a

company in New York, so that no other citiens of the United
Slates, except that company, can exercise tut right across
the Isthmus of Panama.

Mr. BENTON. I apprehend that ell pers>ns who would
be at liberty to traverse the isthmus if this bil were refused,
would still have the same liberty concerning thi; and all other
privileges if the bill were to be passed.

Mr. ALLEN. I do not speak of the rights »f those gen¬
tlemen in New York. Their rights have no special concern
in this Seriate. Our business is with the rights of the people
of the United States, which are secured to them >y this treaty.
I desire to know whether it be the intention of his bil! to di¬
vest the Government and the people of the Unted States of
the right of transit across the Isthmus of Panami, and invest
this company in New York with this right, to he exclusion
of the people of the United States who may desire to con¬
struct railroads or canals across that isthmus. ?his is what I
wish to know.' I desire simply to know whether we are to
give up any rights that we have acquired under his treity, by
this bill, to any company in the United States, *r whether the
people of the United States, every body in the United States'
shall have, the right to go there and make a read, canal, rail-
road, or any thing else.- I simply wish ti know whether we
lose any of the rights which we have acqiirfed by the treatywith New Grenada.

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I woull merely say that,
so far as the railroad is concerned, the righ is exclusive for a
limited time ; the grant is for ninety-nine /ears. But as to
transit, every person can go according to his choice.on foot
through the woods, on mules, or in any manner he mayplease. The privilege of the road is to be exclusive, and it
is that in which (he people of the United States are to get the
benefit of the treaty.

Mr. CLARKE. I rise at this moment to tsk for the con-
tract which was made by the Government of New Grenada
with a company of the citizens of France, in 1838, which
contract has been transferred to these person*.the memorial¬
ists. If any Senator has a copy of that contract, I shall be
happy to see it befjre this debate proceeds further. It is verydesirable, in order to understand what will be the situation of
the United State.*, and the citizens of the United States, in
case this bill pass, for that contract to be undei-tood by the
Senate, before we proceed to any ratification of the petition of
these memoiialiaU.

J If this is to be restricted, it is very deaimMe that we
should know it; and if it is to be unrestricted atii unlimited,
we should also know it.

I would ask whether a copy of the contract isfn posaesaionof the honorable Senator from Missouri, (Mr. B»5to*,) or of
any other person.

Mr. BEN TON. It is in the city, and can be produced ;
but it has expired.

Mr. CLARKE. I understand that that contract haa ex¬
pired, and that the same terms have been granted to the pre¬
sent roemorialista. It ia very deairable to know what are the
terms of that contract, and what are the terms of the contract
under which the present memorialists claim the eiclusive rightof way across the isthmus.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. Mr. President: It ia not
probable that I shall vote for this bill unless I understand it
more thoroughly than it is poasible to understand it in its pre¬
sent shape. I rise now simply to suggest one or t»o things,and I shall be much indebted to the honorable Senator from
Missouri if he can remove my objections. The bill itself is
not, if I understand the honorable Senator aright, a bill au¬
thorizing the Secretary of the Navy to enter into a contract
with these gentlemen for the transportation of munitions of
war, naval store*, dcc., but it is a bill directing as well as
authorizing kim to enter into a contract with theae gentlemen.The language of the bill i* that he .. is hereby authorized and
directed ' to enter into such a contract. It give* him no op¬tion at all, but compels him to enter into a contract upon such
terms as the bill prescribes.

Another provision of the bill ia.and ao far as that ia con¬
cerned it ia entirely in the power, the exclusive power, of
these directors.that he ia to give not more than thrne-foartha
the amount which ia now paid for the transportation of the
mail from New \ ork to Liverpool. The bill, If I underatand
it correctly, direct* the Secretary of the Navy to enter into a
contract, to the provisions of which I have juet referred, with
no limitation except that the amount paid for this service shall
not exceed three-fourths the sum which we now pay for the
transportation of the mail* to Liverpool. They may go upthat high if these gentlemen think proper to say that they will
not contract for any thing short of that amount
Now, if I recollect aright, the amoant which we pay for

the transportation of mails from New York to Liverpool is
very nearly four hundred thouaand dollars per year. Hence
we ahall be paying these gentlemen three hundred thousand
dollars pel year for the penod of thia contract.twenty years.which, in twenty yeara, would amount to six millions of dol¬
lars. Now, if 1 am correctly apprised of the character of the
country and the length of the road, I km very much inclined
to think that it would not coat, at ihemaximum, tomske thia
road, more than two million* of dollar> ; perhaps it might be
done for a million and a half. At th» very utmost the cost
of making the road would not extyed 'wo millions The re¬
sult would be, that it would place in Ine hands of these direc¬
tor* a clear profit of four milliona upon an expenditure of two,
and that without imposing on then ear obligation to do more
than to carry the supplies of the Government, munition* of
war, public stores, the mailt of the United States, and all
persons in its employment.that is, peraona standing in an
official relation to the Government.

But I have another objection to tie bill. I have not aeen
the contract which Measrs. Aspinwail, Stev«na St Co. are aaid
to have made with the Government of New Grenada. I un¬
derstood the honorable Senator from Missouri (Mr. B**toi»)
to have mid, in answer to an inte rrogatory of the honorable
Senator from Rhode Inland, (Mr. Clarkb,) that the original
contract has expired. But I rappose that it has been, in some
shape or other, revived, as they are now in possession of the
authority to make this road. I believe I understood the Sena¬
tor aright.

Mr. BENTON nodded aaaent.
Mr. JOHNSON. Well, now, Mr. President, I would like

to know whether the authority of nhich they ere now in pos¬
session for making thi* road ts an authority on the same terms
as those contained in the original contract; and, if ao, I should
like to know what thoee terma are. I have bean informed by
one who spoke with certainty of the fact that the original con¬
tract was a general and a sweeping one. It ronteined no
limitation upon the amount of lei I to be charged by thoee gen¬
tlemen. They might fix any amount of toll that they thought
proper for the transportation of merchandise of every descrip¬
tion across the isthmua, from one end to the other, end for
the transportation of passengers. The practical operation of
a bill of thia description msy be this « I do not say that these
gentlemen would uae it for any such porpoae, bat they might
use it so | and, looking to the interesta of the people of the
United States, we should not give them the power. It may
be that they may charge soch sn amoant of toll for the trans¬
portslion ot goods and peraona as will make it the interest of
pem-ns to go themselves or to sead their goods upon this route
e« the cheapest of any of the other routee which will be open*
ed to them. Now, whet is the other route P Around the
cam ! By charging five per cent, less than ia charged on the
other route, they would get the wfeoje travel. It ia uoneces-

«ary for me to say what an imra*ns« profit it will be to thi«
company. Nobody can tell what it would amount to.

I make these suggestion* merely for the purpose of show-
\i*i- PM4 the billm it ha* come from the Committee on

Military Aft'uirs, we place in the hands of theae gentlemen
lour millions of doll&ra, and we at once put into their hands a
charter for it is literally a charter.under which they may
impose millions and millions more, not only for the whole
period of twenty years, bin for the whole period that their
roid may lust. Senators are aware that they have a charter
from the Government of New Grenada for ninety-nine years.
1 do not know any thing of its renewal. Now, sir, as to the
suggestion made by the honorable Senator from Missouri,
{.Mr. Bkxtox,) on which he places great weight, that these
particular gentlemen have a decided advantage over others
who would be likely to engage in an undertaking of this de¬
scription. Why, sir, I should be very glad to undertake it
without a dollar of capital belonging to myself, and I could
rais« the money in five days; for whoever has the authority to
make the road, with the certainty of receiving the sir mil¬
lions, based on the credit of the United States Government,
will be greatly facilitated in obtaining the fifteen hundred
t.iousand or two million dollars which will be necessary to
accomplish the work. But I understood the honorable Sena¬
tor that he did not intend to press a vote on the bill to-day;
if he is not now prepared to answer my objections, he may do
so when the bill comes up on its final passage,
i -^ri PONTON. I have no objection that there should be a
brief delay, provided the subject be continued from day to day.
until finally dis[>osed of. With respect to the paper asked
lor by the Senator from Maryland, it shall be forthcoming,
i he application for it is a very proper one, for the letter con¬
tains other terms which are referied to by the parties, and
which do not appear upon the face of the contract. I concur
very readily in the proposition which the gentleman makes lor
a briet delay and the production of the paper, but the Senator
must excuse me il I do not join him in his calculation respect¬
ing so compendious a mode of expending four millions of dol¬
lars. In the first place, upon no principle upon which he or
I can-govern ourselves can we take away two millions. We
cannot set up our opinion as to the sum necessary to be ex-
pended in the construction of the road, in opposition to the
estimate of competent engineers. The gentleman will find
the basis ol his calculation to be erroneous in another particu¬
lar. I he receipts for transportation are not to be considered
in the light of profit to the company. I apprehend that their
expenditure, which will be very considerable, will absorb
those receipts. A large number of persons will have to be
employed along the line of the road, and there must be a large
outlay for buildings to shelter those who are so employed,
and to shelter those who travel. I apprehend there will be
a arge outlay from the time that the work is completed
and transportation upon it commences until the transporta¬
tion shall entirely cease. We know that such is the case
with all our railways, and we know that such is the ex¬
pense attending them, to say nothing of supplies of wood and
water, from the number of hands to be employed, that it eats
deeply into the amount received for the conveyance of passen¬
gers. II we were to go upon the assumption of the gentle¬
man, that all the receipts arc clcar profits, we might well be
astonished to see how rapidly fortunes could be made. But
when you come to look at the detail of business, you will find
that one-half, two-thirds, or perhaps three-fourths of your re¬
ceipts must go for the necessary expenses. Thus the gentle-
ma'' s Sfif"'"1',011 wholly Wli as to these enormous profits.

Mr. BRLESE. It is not my intention to trouble the Sen¬
ate with any remarks in relation to the merits of this bill at its
present stage, but I desire to correct a slight misunderstanding
which seems to prevail in regard to one of,the sections of the
bill n appeared to me that the language of that section
would bear the interpretation which I have put upon it. For
twenty years' service they will certainly receive six millions of
dollars, and they will receive that allowance whether they
construct a railway the whole distance or not j for the Sena¬
tor has himself informed us that they have already sent a
steamboat to ply upon the Chagres river, and that the whole
extent of land travel will not exceed twenty-fivc miles. Their
outlay, then, I apprehend, cannot exceed one million of dol¬
lars. I merely wish to direct the attention of the Senate to
this subject.

Mr. CAMERON rose to address the Senate.
Mr. BREESE. For the accommodation of my friend from

Pennsylvania I will move that the Senate adjourn.
Mr. DIX (the motion to adjourn being withdrawn) rose for

the purpose of calling the attention of the Senate to another
point in relation to this subject. He apprehended that the
Government of the United 8tates had no right, under the
treaty with New Grenada, to confer the power of construct¬
ing a road across the isthmus of Panama at all. The only
right (said Mr. D.) that we acquire, as I understand it, is
this, that citizens of the United Stales with their merchandise,
<fcc. may pass across the isthmus upon any roads which are now
constructed, or which rasy be hereafter constructed, with the
same privileges as are enjoyed by the citizens of New Grenada,
while the right of constructing roads, or of authorizing their
construction, is reserved to them. I make this suggestion
merely for (he purpose of calling the attention of the Sjnate
to the subject.

Mr. CAMERON. I rise for the purpose of moving that
the Senate adjourn , but before doing so I would inquire if
there be, acopy of this compact with the French company,
upon which this whole matter is based, in print, because we
ought to hive it before us.

/ *n reP'-v to ®«nator I will sav that I
will do all that is in my power to have it put in the hands of
Senators as soon as it can be done.
On motion, the Senate proceeded to the consideration of

Executive business; and, after some time so spent, the doors
were opened, and the Senate aourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Several other members appeared this day and took their

.eats in the House, viz :
Mr. Toombs, of Georgia , Mr. Horsron, of Alal-ama; Mr.

Cabell, of Florida ; Mr. Clabkx, of Kentucky; Mr. Bow-
list, of Missouri; and Mr. Ma**, of Massachusetts.

DEFICIENCY BILL.

.Z0y' frT tbe Committee of Ways and Means,
reported a bill to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for
the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1849. Read
twice and committed, and made the spccial order for Wedntt-
day, the 27th instant.

THE NEW TERRITORIES.
The House thon proceeded to consider tbe motion made ly

Mr. Romkso* to reconsider the vote by which was passe>!,
on tho 13th December, tbe reaolution instructing tbe Com¬
mittee on tbe Territories to report to tbe House, with as litt e
delay a* practicable, a hill or bills providing a Territorial Gov¬
ernment for each of tbe Territories of New Mexico aad Call-
forma, and excluding slavery therefrom.

After some remarks by Mr. ROBINSON
Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the motion to reconsider

be Uid upon the table , which waa decided in ibe affirmative,
Yeaa 106, niys 82.

'

SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT.
In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. GIDDING8 intro-

duced a bill to authorize tbe people of the District of Columbia
to expreee their wishes as to the continuance of slavery and

""JPZS&jESf0 Di,,ricti "hicb bill was read twice.
Mr. UIDDIrfOS made some remarks in support of hie bill,

during which, in reply to inquiries proposed by Messrs.
i aoMrso* and Tomikibs, of Mississippi, Mr. GinniMas
stated that, as he regarded no distinctions of color, in such
matters, the bill provided that ail male persons, inclodin*
negroes, should be entitled to vote on the subject presented
for their decision.

Mr. TH0MP80N, of Mississippi, then moved that the bill
be laid on the table j which was decided in the affirmative as
follows :

it Y?A1rYe"J!T*V Atkinson, Barrinpr, Barrow,
Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Botts, Bowlin, Boyd, Borden Hrs-

% BrfKllwsd.Willisrn G. Brow,,, Ch.rU Brown,
Albert G. Brow.. Buckner Burt, Cabell, Chapman, Cbnse,
Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R W. Cobb,

m £'r, ,
' Garnctt Duncan, I)unn,

bckert, Edwards, A. F.vans, Faran, Kieklin, Floumor, Wench,
Fulton, (.sines, Gayle, Gentry, Gogwin, Grw,, Hammons
Haralaon, Hermans*., Harris, HillTlaaae K. Holme., Geo.
S. Houston, Inge Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll,
Iverson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W
Jones, John W Jones, Kennon, Thomas B. KingJLa Sere'
if m L*"co1,n' Lorf1- Lumpkin, MeCleroand, Me-
? Tje'l. McKay, MeLane, Job Mann, Mead*, Miller, ifora-

Outlaw, Pendleton, Phelps, Pllsbvry
Ire«on H|ehsmrn R,ehey, Robinson, Shepperd, Trunin
Smith, Stanton. Stephens, Strong, Tsylw,"HKodaax, Tho-
mas, Jacob 1 hompson, Richard W. Thompson, John B.
rnon ipeon, R. A. 1 hompaon, 1 ompkins, Toombs. Venable

VA Vtj W,Ac.k.' Wilev, Williams, Woodwsrd.106.
'

BUnih.^Tr'V. n .L 'Ath' B,nlh,nl' Rlackmar.
Blanchard, Canby, Cathcart, Clapp, Franklin Clark,Collamer

pCrtB,t2T' l),ckpy. Dixon, Dan. Dnnsan,N it nan K vans, larrellv, Fisher, Freedley Fries, tiiddinrs

H^ntVv <7, Nathan K. Ha^l
Henley, Henry, Bliss B. Holmea, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt
Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Kelloffg, l>»niel P. King. Lah£Wm. T . Lawrence, 8ida«y Lawrence, McClelland, Mcllvaino
Horace Mann, Marsh,.Marvin, Mullin, Nelson. Nes Newell'
rSSi'i » w

' Putnam, ^cynolda',
. . i*1' Roo,t» Homwy, St. John, sLrrill,'SilveeW,_81iwyer.and, tmn, Robert Smith, Stsrkwesther,Strohm, 1 allmadge, Thnraton, Tuek, Turner, Van Dvke

barren, Wentworth, White. Wilmot, Wilson-177. ^

nsv^'UnTi" 8*n"tt' en'il,ed "An ,ft .uthorizing the
payment of interest upon tbe sdvsncrs ma«le by the Sute of
Alsbama for the use of the United Htete. Government in the
su^rewon at the Creek Indian hoatilities of 1996 and IS37

and referred toThe CoTJS^^ "^<>nd tin*'

BILK INTRODUCED.

fcTTnLntT^1!!!:"" .. .»¦

ninthL ;*'"ndwK the provisions of the

ited time an additional military foZ, ZTtorfZ irJoSlT
Jow the lank of brifadm geneial, who served in the lata war

with Mexico which Was read . first and second time, and
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.
By Mr. PHELP8: A bill to par to the State of Missouri

the two per cent. upon the proceeds of the sales of the pub¬
lic lands which have been sold within the limits of said
State, and which have been reserved for -the purpose of con¬
structing a road leading to said State ; which bill was read a

first and second time, and referred to the Committee on Pub
lie Lands.
By Mr. DICKINSON; A bill grantiag lands to the Sttte

of Ohio for constructing a road from Lower Sandusky to \b'e
Greenville treaty line, agreeably to the treaty of BrowntstQWn,
of 1808 5 which bill was read a first and second time, and
referred to the Committee on Public Lands.
By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: A bill to provide for the

graduation of the price of the public lands, and a bill to grant
a quarttity of land to the State of Mississippi, for the purpose
of improving the navigation of certuin rivers in that State 5
which bills were severally read a first and second time, and
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands.
By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: A bill granting to the States

of Illinois and Indiana the right of way and a donation of pub¬
lic lands for making a railroaJ to connect the falls of the Ohio
river opposite to Louisville, in Kentucky, with the Mississippi
river, by the way of Naw Albany, in Indiana, and Mount
Carrnel, on the Wabash river, to Alton, in Illinois; which
bill was read a first and second time, and referred to the Com¬
mittee on the Public Lands.
By Mr. DUNN : A bill granting the right of way over the

public lands in the States of Indiana and Illinois to the Ohio
and Mississippi Railroad Company, and a portion of the pub¬lic lands within said Stales of Indiana and Illinois to said
States respectively, to be by them appropriated in the construc¬
tion and completion of a railroad to be constructed by said
company j which bill was read a first and second time, and
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands.
By Mr. LEI PLLR : A bill to grant certain alternate sec¬

tions of the public lands to the State of Iowa, to aid said
State in the construction of a railroad from Dubuque, via
Iowa city, to Keokuck, in aaid State ; which bill was read a
first and second time, and referred to the Committee on the
Public Lands.
By Mr. ROCKW LLL, of Connecticut: A joint resolution

to authorize the survey of certain routes for a canal or railroad
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans; which resolution
was read a first and second time, and referred to a select
committee.

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED.
On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON,
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com¬

municate to this House Order No. 172, issued at the inouth
of the Rio Grande, in Texas, on the 7th of July, 1848, by
command of Major General John E. Wool.

Mr. WE.NTWORTH offered the following resolution,
which wm read ; and, debate arising thereon, it was laid over
unJer the rule, viz :

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in¬
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law pro¬viding for the abolition of slavery and the prohibition of its
extension, wherever Congress has the power so to do, and
thus relieving this Government from all responsibility for
the existence of that institution, and also from all agitationconcerning it.

Mr. FICKLIN offered the following preamble and resolu¬
tion, which were read, and, debate arising thereon, they were
laid over under the rule : /

Whereas the guaranty to the new States that they shall
come into the Union on an equal footing with the originalthirteen States is not complied with so long as the Federal
Government exercises the right ofdisposing of the public lands
in the new Slates : and whereas the right of disposing of the
soil of the public lands within their limits is one of the highestand .Tiost essential attributes of State sovereignty : Therefore,B it resolved by the House of Representatives, That the
Comnittee on the Public Lands be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of reporting a bill ceding to each one of the
new States all of the public lands within their respective limits,
except such as may be reserved under the constitution for pub¬lic purposes.
Or motion of Mr. HUBBARD,
Rtwlcedt That the Committee of Ways and Means be in-

strutted to inquire into the expediency of placing soldiers'cer¬
tifies es, issued under the act of February 15, 1847, on the
same basis with treasury notes, as per act of January 28, 1847,
and, ;f they deem proper, to report a bill for that purpose.
Or motion of Mr. ECKERT,
Rtolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed

to inquire what proportion of the imports into the Uniied
Stat*- is made by foreigners and on foreign account, and what
prop<rtion by citizens of the United States; and also what
f^ud*, if my, are committed against the revenues of our Gov¬
ernment under the ud valorem duties; stating what proportionof th se frauds are committed by foreign and what by Ameri¬
can importers, and report to this House.
Oi motion of Mr. GREGORY*,
h'solved, That the Committee of Ways and Means take

into consideration the propriety of reporting a bill for reducingthe -ize of the one cent coin, and to authorize the coinage of
a three cent piece, both to be composed of copper and some
otfc-r precious metal.

<»n motion of Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania,
tsulvtd, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire

iot> the expediency of granting to the State of Pennsylvania
!,. 00,000 acres of the puMic lands belonging to the United
Sntes, to be appropriated as follows, viz : 500,000 acres for
the construction of the Pennsylvania railroad » 300,000 acres
for the cons'ruction of the Pittsburg and Coonell.ville rail¬
road ( and 200,000 to the Pennsylvania and Ohio railroad, to
be expended within the State of Pennsylvania ; and that said
commi'tee do further inquire into the expediency of making a
juft and equitable division of the public lands amongst the
several States of this Union, and that said committee report bybill or otherwise.
Mr. MEADE offered the following resolution, which was

read, considered, and agreed to :

Reiolved, That the Secretary of Slate cause to be trana-
mitted to this House the correspondence of George M. Gor¬
don, late, and Gorbam Park", the preeent, Consul of the
United States at Rio de Janeiro, with the Department of
State, on the subject of the African slave trade ; also, any
ur,published correspondence on the same subject by the Hon.
Henry A. Wise, our late Minister to Brazil. *

Mr. BOTTS ofiiared the following resolution ;

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re¬

quested to communicate to thia House (if not incompatible
with the public interests) under what law or provision of the
constitution, or by what other authority, the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United Ststes did, by bis sanction and ap¬
proval, during the late war with Mexico, establish a tariff of Jdutiea in the porta of the Mexican republic « and that he also
communicate to this House by what legal, constitutional, or
other authority he undertook to appropriate the revenue thus
derived to the support of the army in Mexico without the
sanction of the tax-laying and appropriating power of Con¬
gress, as established by the constitution of the United States.
The aaid resolution was read j and the rule requiring the

same to lie one day upon the table being suspended, the reso¬
lution waa considered and agreed to.
The following resolution, offered by Mr. BUTLER on

the 11th instant, waa taken up, read, considered, and
agreed to:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be and he
is hereby required to furnish this House with a state-
ment of the amount of iron imported under the tariff act of
H46, and the amount of revenue received on the same, spe-
cifying psrtieulsrly the amount of each kind of iron import¬
ed and the dutiea paid on each kind ; also, a similsr statemen I
of the smount of iron of all kinds imported annually under
the tariff act of 1942, and the amount of revenue received
on such importations.
And then the House adjourned.

¦

Tuesday, December 19, 1848.

IN SENATE.
The VICE PRE8IDENT laid before the Senate a report

of the Secretary of State, communicating, agreeebly to law,
an abstract of returns of American seamen registered in the
several ports of 'he United Stetee during the year ending Sep-
tembor 30, 1848 ; which was read.
The following is the recapitulation of the number of seamen,

as far as returned : '

States.
Citizens.

Maine | 1,134 12 1,146New Hamp»hire. 69
Massachusetts 3,724 j M 3,782Rhode Island 304 3307
Connecticut 44-j44NewYork 1,428 - 1,428Delaware. .' 21 I -

Maryland I 464 I 15 | 479
District of Columbia I 0 | - jVirginia .....! 426 - j 428
Noith Carol 41-jGeorgia 85 - j «
Louisiana 399 -

Florida I 14 I 1 I
8,151) j 92 | 8,251

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Indian Affairs,
reported a bill to authorise the Secretary of War to make re¬
paration fot the killing of a Caddo boy by volunteer troops in
Mexico.
On motioo of Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate proceeded to

the consideration of said bill as in Committee of the Whale.
A letter from the Secretary of War, explaining the circum¬

stances of the case, and recommending the passage of the bill,

No amendment being proposed, the bill was repotted backto the Senate.
Mr. KINO requ'jtej an explanation of the object of thebill. .

Mr. AT^f||g0j{ l0 tj,e 8ecre(try a cominunica- ^tion .fl the Commissioner of Indian Affair* which con-tain^j the facta of the case.
The communication having been read.
Mr. ATCHISON continued. He said : Mr. President,I had hoped that the Senate would have given 6ume attentionto the reading of the document, as it explains the whole mat¬

ter. Last summer, unfortunately, a boy of the Caddo tribeof Indians was killed by some of the volunteer troops iaTexas. This produced, aa a matter of course, great excite¬
ment ; they threatenedjetaliation ; they threatened war. TheIndian agent and Col. Bell, who commanded upon that fron¬tier, concluded a treaty with these Indians^ The Indianaagreed to take Ave hundred dollars to keep the peace, accord¬ing to their custom ; and now the Secretary of war calls uponus to make this appropriation.
. The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and was sub¬
sequently read a third time and passed.

Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following resolution, which
was considered by unanimous consent and agreed to :

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in¬structed to ascertain, so far as may be practicable, and reportto the Senate, the particulars of the contract existing betweenthe Government oi New Grenada and Mestrs. Aspinwall, Ste¬
vens, ami Chauncey, in regard to the construction of the pro¬posed railroad across the Isthmus of Panama, and the terms onwhich the use ofsuch railroad for the transit of passengers andmerchandise is secured to the people and Government ofNewGrenada and of the United States.

PURCHA8E OF CUBA.
The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Mil¬

ler, was taken up for consideration :

Resolved, That the President of the United Sfates be re¬
quested to inform the Senate »hether any and what negotia¬tions or correspondence have taken place between this Gov¬
ernment and the Government of Spain, or between any per- \
sons acting under the direction or authority of either Govern¬
ment, in relation to the purchase of Cuba by the United States,and that he communicate to the Senate copies of such negotia¬tions or correspondence, so far as the same may be communi¬
cated consistently with the public interest.

Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, I would suggest to the
mover of the resolution (Mr. Miller) whether it would not
be better to transfer it to the Executive session.

It seems to me, sir, to be an interference, which is not ac¬
cording to the csage of the Senate, with the Executive pow¬
ers of the Government. The very fact of the pcndency of
the negotiation, if any negotiation be pending, and the fact
that the President is authorized by the constitution to enter
into such negotiations, show the importance of preserving the
secresy upon which the success of a negotiation in a great
measure must depend.

I do not believe myself that any importance ic to be attached
to the present inquiry, because 1 do not believe that any such
negotiations are pending. But we should refrain from inter¬
fering with what properly belongs to the President by virtue
of powers in him vested by the constitution of the United
States ; and we should, at leaat, protect the Executive from
an exposure which may prove injurious to a negotiation.I would suggest, therefore, to the mover of the resolution
the propriety of waiving that inquiry here, and making it the
subject of inquiry in Executive session.

Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, in submitting that resolu¬
tion, I had no intention at all to interfere with the executive
power of the President. It is well known, probably, to the
Senate, that for some time the public prints and the publicmind have been somewhat excited by the rumors relative to
this question.I mean the purchase of Cuba. I did not pre¬
sume, nor can I presume, that the President fcas opened anynegotiations of that kind. On a subject of such' importance it
is not tob-' presumed, I apprehend, (hat the Executive, with¬
out giving any intimation whatever to the country, has com¬
menced such a negotiation. This resolution Was offered
merely for the purpose of satisfying the public mind upon this
question, "and not with any design of encroaching upon the
powers of the Executive. I believe there are many precedentsfor a resolution of this kind. I believe such resolutions were
offered in regard to Oregon and Texas in open aession, and
no objection was urged against them. *Without saving what course I shall adopt myself in refer¬
ence to this matter, I am willing to allow the resolution to
pass over.

jThe resolution was passed over accordingly.
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. ;Mr. BREESE, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained

leave to bring in a joint resolution explaining the act to pro-vide payment for horses and other property lost while engag¬ed in the military service, approved 18;h January, 1848, (which was read a first and second time by its title, aud refer¬
red to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. BADGER, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtain¬
ed leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Wm. Pluriimer,
executor of Starkey Aimislead, deceased.

Mr. BADGER. Before I move the reference of this bill,I wish, in three words to state to the Senate the nature of
the bill, and to call the attention of the comtnttce to it.

In the year 1829 an action was brought in the disUict court
of the United States, in North Carolina, holden at Albemarle,
in that State, upon a duty bond., Judgment was afterwards
recovered upon the bond, and in 1835, Plummer, in whose be¬
half the proceeding took place, as the executor of Armistead,
paid the full amount of the judgment, interest, and coats, into
the clerk's office of the court in which judgment was ren¬
dered. Things remained in this condition until 1846, nearlyeighteen years afterwards, when application was made to the
district judge to have satisfaction entered, and the execution
quashed. This application was overruled. Thereupon a
rcire facias waa sued out of the United States court to show
cause why execution should not cease on the original judg¬
ment. The judge held, however, that it did not appear that
the judgment had been satisfied, and his award was sgainstthe spplication. It ia to relieve the party from this proceed¬ing that this bill has been introduced. While up, I will add,that the difficulty or supposed difficulty of the case has arisen
from this circumstance. It has been the uniform practice of
the State court, in times past, when judgment has been ren¬
dered, for the parties against whom such judgment waa ren¬
dered, either before or after execution issued, to pay the moneyinto the hands of the clerk of the court in which such judg¬
ment waa rendered. Some five and twenty years ago a ques¬
tion waa raised as to the validity of such payment; the ques¬tion was carried to the Supreme Court, and that court
scs'ained the validity of the payment in this case; but havingintimated some doubt as to the regularity of the practice, the
State Legislature immediately passed an act to give validity to
what bad been the previous custom. In consequence of this,it tps happened that the same course of proceeding has been
adopted in. the courts of the United States, without an ex¬
ception being taken as far as known until 1846; the clerk of
the district court who received the money not having reportedit to the Treasury ; the collector living in the same town and
knowing of the payment » the cietk having ultimately died,and being unable to make good the money v> (he Govern¬
ment. The question, therefore, presented to the considera¬
tion of Congress by this bill is, whether it can poesiUy be the
duty, or even the moral right of this Government, to enforce
the repayment of this money after it baa once already b*«n ,honestly and fully paid, and thereby put the individual to
great loss and inconvenience in consequence of gross neglect
on the part of one of its officers. I hope the committee will
find it convenient to give immediate attention to the subject,
and I now move that the pepers which I send te the Clerk'*
table, be referred lo the Committee on the Judiciary.
The bill was then referred to the Committee on the Ju- I

diciary.
RAILROAD ACROSS THE ISTHMUS.

Mr. BENTON. Before any regular business is taken up, I
I beg leave to elate to the Henete that, at the requeet of eome
Senetqp on my left, I have obtained the contract made between
the New Grenadian Government and the company which
held the grant originally. That contract ie now produced for
the information of the Senate. I have it here in Spanieh. It
is a document of considerable length.too much eo to be use- r

ful to read here. The only way to make it useful to the Se-
nete will be to have it translated and printed. I therefore j
move that ibe jeper be translated under the direction of the I
Secretory and printed. .....Mr. CAMERON. If I understand this business, there
certainly must be a contract in addition to (he one now pre¬
sented. I refer to tbe one tbst, it has been stated, was made
be the Grenadian Government with the French, upon which '

the prasent one before ue is based. I would amend the mo¬
tion of tbe honorable Senator from Missouri by moving that
the contract originally made with the French, toge(ber with
Gen. Harran'e letter, be aleo printed. .

Mr. KING. 1 would ask if the contract to which tbe hon¬
orable Pena'or alludee ia before tbe Senate *

Mr. CAMERON. I am not able to answer that question,
hut if the gentleman will permit me I will explain. I asked
yesterdayt ** . matter of informition, if ihe contract entered
into between the Government of New Grenada and the first
company to whom the light of way was granted could be pro-
doced, which contract, as I underatand, was abandoned. I
wished to have also the contrect of the Mesers. Aspinwall ,

& Co. nith the Grenadian Government, and the letter of Mr.
Herran produced along with it. It is necessary to a proper
uiKliritindin| of thu .ubj.Ct thit wf .houW be ni*to tojiimint-
ed with the terms of both contracto.

. , , .

Mr. KING. Itia certainly necessary that we should have
all the requisite information pertaining to this subject i but we
cannot order a paper to be printed that ia not in our pumas ja,on , and that too when we do not know in whoea band- it
ia placed. Whenever the 8enate shall chain it, no doubt it

WIMr* foOTB. I should have supposed that the distinct it-
timations which have been thrown out by various teiwtors, in

hearing of the avowed friends of the measure under conssdera-
tion, aa to (he importance of bringing before the Senate, for
our inspection, luid, if we eo decide, for the purpoes of being
nrinted, the original contract so often referred to, and open
which this measure ia founded, might before ihia taw owe*


